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dagiacalone says...

You can reach the Waterfront Plan directly at this link: 
http://tinyurl.com/WaterfrontPlan2010

Our Schenectady City leaders and the public should note that, like all past planning studies, the 
new Waterfront Plan recommends that Riverside Park not be burdened with any significant new 
development, and that a dock/harbor/marina be instead planned for East Front Street.

In fact, the proposal to place a dock at Riverside Park is clearly inconsistent with the Waterfront 
Plan, which states (at p. 61) that "further development is constrained by the narrow streets that 
lead to [Riverside Park and Little Front Street Park] and the character of the residential 
community that surrounds them." Therefore, the Plan concludes (at p. 71) that Riverside Park's 
"limited access and parking . . . inhibits any significant expansion of use other than to improve it 
as a scenic overlook and to improve pedestrian and bicyclist access and connection to adjoining 
areas."

As a result, the only recommended projects in the new Plan for Riverside Park involve making 
improvements in the park's "current amenities," connecting it to East Front Street Park and the 
Union Boathouse, better accommodating bicyclists through path improvements, and creating an 
alternative Bike-Hike trail.

As for a dock, the only recommendation along the Schenectady Waterfront -- again, like previous 
studies -- has to do with a full-featured "harbor" and marina at East Front Street.

The existence of a Grant to pay for initial construction of a dock does not negate the concerns 
noted in the Waterfront Plan over development in Riverside Park. Nor does installation of a 
smaller "compromise" dock, as suggested by City Council President Gary McCarthy, which 
should also be rejected by the Council.

The brand new Waterfront Revitalization Plan was created to guide the City's efforts along the 
River, and is one more convincing reason to abandoned the notion of placing a dock in Riverside 
Park, which would only burden the City financially (while creating liability exposure), reduce the 
quality of life for people living nearby, and threaten a unique "gem" that is already available by 
land to all City residents and others who appreciate its laidback ambiance and scenic views.
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